
 

   

Monthly Director’s Report, April 2020 
Parks and Recreation 
 
Current Events 
Senior Cards and Coffee has discontinued at this time. The Pere Marquette District Library has 
been closed due to COVID-19 and until the executive orders and restrictions have been lifted, 
the program has been postponed.  
 
Past Programs/Events 
The Irish Pet Photo Contest started at the beginning of February and ran until March 11, 2020 at 3 
p.m. Proceeds from the contest went to the Spay-Neuter Animal Project, to assist with their 2020  
outreach projects. Submissions were able to be dropped off or submitted online. There were a total of 
27 entries and the winners of the Irish themed contest were able to win one of three top prizes; 1st 
Place: Mini-photo session by Guys & Dolls Photography, 2nd Place: a $50 Jay’s gift card, 3rd Place: a $25 
gift certificate to Johnston Elevator Company. The winners were picked by members of the Spay-
Neuter Animal Project and the winners were announced during the Irish Raffle at 6 p.m. on Saturday, 
March 14th at Cops & Doughnuts. Winners have been contacted and Simmer sent thank you card to the 
prize donors and the prizes to the winners. 

 
The Clare Irish Festival will take place on March 14, 2020 and Simmer helped count in the raffle tickets 
and with the winner drawing.  
 
The Great EGGstravaganza (collaboration with the Clare Municipal Airport) that was set to take place 
on April 11, 2020 was cancelled due to COVID-19 restrictions. Simmer contacted the sponsors and 
volunteers and alerted them. Simmer plans on rescheduling at a later time if restrictions are lifted by 
summer time.  
 
The Clare County Annual Tree Sale through the Clare Conservation District will be taking place on April 
24 and 25 this year. Clare Parks and Recreation will be assisting with the tree sorting (earlier within the 
week) and the sales order pick-ups.  

 
Clare Parks and Recreation is assisting with the Annual Gateway Affair at Jay’s Sporting Goods on May 
2, 2020. This event will help to raise funds to go towards the Pere Marquette Rail-Trail Extension 
project. The cost is $25/ticket and that ticket includes the entry into the reverse raffle (with 
$1,000/$500/$250 prizes), a Cinco de Mayo themed dinner, live auction, and a presentation that will 
be given by the Clare and Gladwin County Forester – Nia Becker called “More than Morels – 
Mushrooms in Michigan”.  
 
The 3rd Annual Jack Winter Memorial Recreation Fund Golf Outing will be taking place on June 17, 
2020.  This event will help to raise funds for the Emerald Isle Recreation Complex (proceeds will be split 
between the skate and bike park and the playground projects). The cost will be $75 per person a $100 
for a hole sponsorship. 
 



  

Planning for the 2020 Clare Summer Concert Series is almost complete. The series will take place from 
June 11, 2020 to August 13, 2020. There is a great line-up this year and we will be holding a larger 
event for the Summer Concert Series Kick-off on June 11th. Clare Parks and Recreation will be 
partnering with the Clare-Gladwin Great Start Collaborative, MMCAA, the Mt. Pleasant Discovery 
Museum, the Pere Marquette District Library, the Newman School of Dance, and Medilodge. There will 
be games and crafts, free snacks, free books, and sign-ups for pre-school and summer programs.  

 
Clare Parks and Recreation submitted the 2020 Recreation Passport Grant to the MDNR to cover the 
cost of Poured in Place Safety Surfacing for the playground area at the Emerald Isle Recreation 
Complex. The application was due on April 1, 2020 and the notification of grant awards will be in the 
fall. Simmer will be submitted a grant for $30,000 with the intention of the 25% ($10,000) match 
coming from community donations and sponsorships.  

 
The 5-Year Parks and Recreation Master Plan is set to expire in December of 2020. Simmer is working 
on the research and updates that will be required for the 2021-2025 plan. A new parks and recreation 
survey was designed and is available at City Hall and online for public input that will be utilized within 
the 5-year plan.   

 
 Additional Information 

The Saginaw Bay Watershed Initiative has the Emerald Isle Recreation Complex featured in their 2020 
magazine from a project that they have been working on within the complex with Clare Parks and 
Recreation.  

   
Simmer and Winter have been working with Sharpco Welding on the construction of the new skate and 
bike park equipment for the Emerald Isle Recreation Complex (with funding provided by donations and 
the Dr. Kuno Hammerberg Fund).    

 
  

 



 

   

Monthly Director’s Report, May 2020 
Parks and Recreation 
 
Current Events 
The Senior Cards and Coffee program at the Pere Marquette District Library is still delayed until 
the library restrictions have been lifted from COVID-19. 
 
Past Programs/Events 
Clare Parks and Recreation was partnered with Friends of Clare County Parks and Recreation for the 
Annual Gateway Affair at Jay’s Sporting Goods on May 2, 2020. This event proceeds was to assist with 
the Pere Marquette Rail-Trail Extension Project. Simmer had been in contact over the last couple of 
months with the Michigan Gaming Division to potential reschedule and postpone the raffle license. 
Simmer drafted a letter for the Gaming Division and will be planning on rescheduling the event for 
later on this year, after the guidelines for the summer and fall are outlined by the CDC and the State of 
Michigan regarding gatherings. We will still be able to utilize the same raffle tickets and Simmer has 
contacted the ticket purchasers to offer a refund or to hold their ticket place for the reschedule. All 
purchasers opted to keep their tickets for the rescheduled event.  
 
The 3rd Annual Jack Winter Memorial Recreation Fund Golf Outing was set to take place on June 17, 
2020.  This event will help to raise funds for the Emerald Isle Recreation Complex (proceeds will be split 
between the skate and bike park and the playground projects). The cost will be $75 per person a $100 
for a hole sponsorship. Winter and Simmer have been in contact over the course of the pandemic and 
are going to decide mid-May after guidelines have been set for June, whether we will push the 
fundraiser back to July 2020. After it is determined Simmer will need to contact all of the people/teams 
that have signed up and offer a refund or see if they are willing to participate on the rescheduled date. 
 
Planning for the 2020 Clare Summer Concert Series is complete. The series is scheduled to take place 
from June 11, 2020 to August 13, 2020. There is a great line-up this year and we will be holding a larger 
event for the Summer Concert Series Kick-off on June 11th (as long as CDC and State guidelines allow). 
Clare Parks and Recreation will be partnering with the Clare-Gladwin Great Start Collaborative, 
MMCAA, the Mt. Pleasant Discovery Museum, the Pere Marquette District Library, the Newman School 
of Dance, and Medilodge. There will be games and crafts, free snacks, free books, and sign-ups for pre-
school and summer programs. Simmer has been in contact with the June bands and sponsors to let 
them know of potential cancellations and/or postponements depending on the future guidelines and 
restrictions.  

 
Clare Parks and Recreation submitted the 2020 Recreation Passport Grant to the MDNR to cover the 
cost of Poured in Place Safety Surfacing for the playground area at the Emerald Isle Recreation 
Complex by April 1, 2020 and is awaiting notification of grant award (should know by fall 2020).  

 
The 5-Year Parks and Recreation Master Plan is set to expire in December of 2020. Simmer has been 
working on the research and updates that will be required for the 2021-2025 plans. A new parks and 
recreation survey is still available at City Hall and online for public input, and the results will be utilized 
within the 5-year plan.   



  

 
 Additional Information 

Simmer was asked to take part in the 4-H Scholarship interviews for the 2020 seniors. The interviews 
took place by Zoom on April 20, 2020 and lasted a few hours. Each interviewee was interviewed 
through Zoom and the judges took notes and determined the top three applicants at the end of the 
video call. Alex Schunk of 4-H was going to notify award recipients by the following week.  
The Saginaw Bay Watershed Initiative has the Emerald Isle Recreation Complex featured in their 2020 
magazine from a project that they have been working on within the complex with Clare Parks and 
Recreation.  

   
Simmer and Winter have been working with Sharpco Welding on the construction of the new skate and 
bike park equipment for the Emerald Isle Recreation Complex (with funding provided by donations 
and the Dr. Kuno Hammerberg Fund). Sharpco had halted construction until the executive orders on 
essential business has been lifted.  
 
The Tennis Court Construction Project is still set to take place after a follow-up with Goddard 
Sealcoating. They were deemed a non-essential business, but after the Governors new executive order 
and slow reopening, they should be back to work and able to start moving by Mid-May. This project 
should take them an estimate of two weeks as long as weather cooperates. Temperatures need to stay 
consistent and it cannot be raining, snowing, and cannot drop below a certain point.  
 
Simmer met with the Bauer and Potter at the Complex to go over an upcoming project with the 
butterfly and pollen garden, which is collaboration with the U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service. Michelle from 
USFWS would like to start the seeding at the beginning of June. 
 
Contact has been made with the individuals who have booked reservations for pavilion rental during 
the month of May and their deposit will be refunded back to them.  
   

 
  

 


